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At the present time, in California, if a birth was 
not registered within one year of the event, in order 
to obtain registration, fact of birth must be estab- 


lished in the superior court. The same applies to a 


contingency created by the loss or destruction of a 
birth record. Action may be taken in the superior 


court of the county in which the person whose birth 


is sought to establish is residing, but the record must 
be filed in the county within which the event occurred. 
The law provides that the court order establishing 
such fact of birth shall become effective upon filing 
a certified copy with the local registrar of vital 
statistics and with the State Registrar. 


In order to establish fact of birth it 1s necessary to 


obtain the services of an attorney who must prepare 
documentary evidence for presentation before the 
court. The cost involved includes the attorney’s fee 
and the court cost. The average expense involved 
may be anywhere between $50 and $100. This is an 
expensive procedure for most individuals whose 
births were not recorded within one year of the time 
that they occurred. It works a hardship not only 


upon the individuals themselves but upon the whole 


country, when men who wish to be employed in the 
war industries or wish to join the Air Corps are 
unable to qualify because of their inability to prove 
that they were ever born in this country. | 

Because of the importance of the matter in National 
defense and conduct of war, it is highly important 
that California shall make arrangements for the 
adoption of the delayed registration of births in 
accordance with the plan that has been inaugurated 
in many other States. 


DELAYED BIRTH REGISTRATION DEMANDED 


bill at the last session of the Legislature which would 
simplify the methods now used for delayed registra- 


tion of births in this State. The bill failed of passage 


in the last session of the Legislature, but strong 


efforts are now being made toward the enactment of 


similar legislation in the 1943 session. Briefly, the 

plan for delayed registration of births, as employed 

in other States, may be outlined as follows: : 
1. Any authorized person may be permitted to fill 


out an application for a delayed birth registration | 


certificate. The application should bear questions to 
secure the data needed for the certificate. The appli- 
cant should be asked questions that would require the 


reading of all evidential requirements and possibili- 


ties. Provision should be made for listing records 
which could be submitted, together with data relative 
to children and insurance and other factual data that 
could be used for further investigation and for the 
provision of safeguards against fraud. A list of the 
records which the applicant actually chooses to sub- 
mit should appear upon the application. 

The applicant must be made to understand the 
necessity for supplying several records in order to 
establish the date of his birth, the place of birth, and 


parentage. Affidavits made by parents, attending 


physician, census and voting records are of impor- 
tance as well as insurance policies, —— and other 
ehurch records. 


The plan is for the applicant to visit the office of 


the local registrar of vital statistics bringing docu- 
mentary evidence with him. After filling out the 
necessary forms, which includes the listing of the 
documentary evidence, the application and: support- 
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ing records should be sent to the State Registrar for 
final approval and abstracting of the evidence. The 


evidentiary records and application are reviewed by — 


the State office. If the evidence is deficient, more 
must be asked for. It is customary for at least two 


experienced persons to pass upon all evidence in the 


abstract before sending it to the State — for 
approval. 


If the evidence is sdequate, a carefully worded 
abstract is entered on a delayed registration certifi- 
cate which is submitted to the State Registrar for 
final approval and signature. On this proposed new 
form, the certificate is not sponsored by the appli- 
cant nor by the attendant. The new form of cer- — 


tificate is to be signed by the State Registrar and 
merely gives the basic data of the birth, an abstract 
of the supporting evidence, filing date and with the 
State Registrar’s certificate that the evidence reviewed 


‘meets the minimum requirements of the State for 


delayed birth registration. 


The fees required vary in the different States where 


the plan has been adopted. In no State is it less than 
$1.50 and because of the expense involved in some 


States it may be as high as $4. 


The American Association of Registration Execu- 
tives and the Bureau of the Census at Washington 
have been particularly active in developing the local 
program and setting standards for delayed registra- 


tion of births. | 
It has been determined that birth certificates regis- 


tered soon after birth have a high standing with all 


Federal agencies and certified copies of such certifi- . 


cates are almost always accepted without debate. On 
the other hand, birth registrations filed many years 
after birth do not have a good standing with most 


Federal agencies. Records filed on the basis of the - 
signature of an attending physician or on unsup- 


ported affidavits of relatives or friends have little 
evidential value and many Federal agencies reject 
them outright. If the birth certificate was not filed 


within a few years after birth, other documentary 


evidence is demanded, preferably records that were 
made during early years of the individual’s life. An 
unsupported declaration or affidavits are considered 
only if it is reasonably certain that preferred records 
such as baptismal certificates or old insurance policies 
do not exist. Some registrars have advocated the 
establishment of personal identity by associating 
fingerprints with birth registration. 

This provides a rough outline of the eeneral scheme 
for delayed registration that has been adopted in 
many other States. It is impossible to develop a uni- 
form. standard that shall be used in all States. It is 


believed that there is an acute need for the adoption 


of a program for delayed registration of births in 
California. The demand comes not only because of 
the war emergency but also for the development of 
the program for old-age pensions and proof of age in 


_ order to secure social security and other benefits. 


There is considerable confusion upon the subject 
throughout California. 

Because of its successful in other States, 
many individuals in California who were born in the 


eighties and nineties believe that they can obtain 
delayed registered certificates by merely writing to 


Sacramento. The State registration of vital statistics 
did not become effective until July of 1905, and, 


excepting in some of the county recorders’ offices, no 


original birth records are available for the eighties 
and nineties. 


Because of the tremendous demand for such eer- 


tificates from Sacramento it is important that local 


registrars of vital statistics advise applicants that 
there was no State-wide registration of births until 
midyear of 1905 and that all birth records prior to 
that time are found only in the offices of county 
recorders. 

It is hoped that this proposed legislation may be 
adopted early in the 19438 session and that the bill may 
carry an emergency clause so that it may become 
effective at the earliest possible moment. By its adop- 
tion, personnel for conducting operations associated 
with the war can receive reliable credentials without 
undue delay. It is a fact that at the present time 
many fiyimg men are grounded because of their 
inability to prove their citizenship by means of birth 
certificates. Individuals are unable to obtain employ- 
ment at airplane industries, munition factories, chem- 
ical and powder works, communication systems such 
as radio, telephone, and telegraph and transportation 
services for the simple reason that they are unable 
to prove that they were ever born in this country. 
Relief for this situation must be provided without 
delay. As a matter of National defense and for the 
purpose of developing peace and security for all the 
people in the United States, this policy must be 
pursued. 

The most valuable possession in the world Pee ng 18 
proof that one was born in the United States of! 
America. There should be no delay in granting such 
proof to all individuals who are eligible. 


There can be no solution to the world’s problems 
today except on a basis of reason and morality. The 
responsibility must rest with the individual and it 
must be accepted as such by free men and women.— 
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, president of Columbia 
University. 
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‘HEALTH IN A PACKET’ 


Dr. ©. E. A. Winslow, of the Yale School of Public 
Health, once said: ‘*The discovery of popular educa- 


tion as an instrument of preventive medicine * * *— 


has proved as far-reaching in its results as the dis- 
covery of the germ theory of disease.’’ Remembering 
this and mindful that the health of the entire popula- 
tion, not just the military, is essential to National 
defense, even in wartime, the Health Education Sec- 
tion of the Council of Social Agencies of Los Angeles 
last year sent out to acquaint the public with available 
health education material. 

This section, a part of the Health ‘Devan of the 
Couneil, undertook the task of assembling and effect- 
ing the distribution of the best of authoritative infor- 
mation covering the major field of health. The sec- 
tion, consisting of a carefully selected committee of 
lay and professional leaders, gathered samples of 


printed material, lists of motion pictures, speakers, 


exhibits and posters on (1) general health; (2) mater- 


nal and child hygiene; (3) social hygiene; (4) mouth 
(5) tuberculosis, and (6) other specific 


hygiene ; 


diseases. Individual specialists in the group studied 


this material and selected the best for inclusion in:a-- 


large packet called ‘‘Your Health.’’ Samples of liter- 
ature and lists of additional publications, speakers, 
films and exhibits were placed in separate 8” x 10” 
envelopes under the six titles mentioned above. Each 


subdividing envelope, printed in two colors, carried a 


line drawing suggesting its contents and a list of the 
material enclosed. 


The educational systems of the community were the | 
most logical channels for distribution. -A packet was © 


supplied to the health coordinator in each of the high 
schools of Los Angeles to provide an easy, ready ref- 
erence on material available for health programs in 
the schools. 
portant role in the health education of children, the 
packets were supplied to the health chairmen of ap- 
proximately 200 Parent-Teacher Associations in the 
areas served by the Council of Social Agencies. 
Because the Parent-Teacher Associations do not in- 
clude as many fathers as mothers, the section made 
packets available to the health committee chairman 
0' the major men’s service clubs, and special libraries 
have been given packets for deposit in their reference 
naterial on health. 

The packets include, in addition to samples, lists 
aud similar material, a simple explanation of where 
and how pamphlets, films, posters, exhibits and speak- 
ers may be obtained by any group in the community. 

Approximately 500 copies each of the pamphlets 
included were donated by such organizations as the 


Since the home plays an equally im- 


State Department of Public Health, Los Angeles 
County Health Department, Los Angeles City Health 
Department, United States Public Health Service, Los 
Angeles Tuberculosis and Health Association, Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, John Hancock Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Company, California Dairy Coun- 
cil, Southern California Dental Association, Los An- 
geles County Medical Association. Envelopes for the 
packets were provided by the Youth Service Commit- 


- tee of the Rotary Club of Los Angeles. 


‘DRUG STORE EDUCATION PROGRAM 
PROGRESSES 


The Bureau of Venereal Diseases has for sometime 


conducted a voluntary program among druggists 


which is designed to reduce opportunities for self 
treatment of venereal diseases. 


The program was 
started because of reports made by clinicians who 


estimated that 75 per cent of clinic patients had tried 
self treatment with nostrums purchased from drug 


stores before entrance upon clinics \where modern 


ethical treatments are administered. In spite of the 
publicity that has been given to the need for com- 
petent medical care of all such cases, most drug stores 
had bottled and packaged stocks of such nostrums. 


Before launching the educational program among 


druggists, efforts had been made to curb self treat- 


ment through a general educational program in vene- 
real disease control and through the prosecution of 
druggists who violated the Pure Drug Law and the 
Medical Practice Act. While most such prosecutions 


were conducted successfully, they did not discourage 
_ patients from seeking medical care at the hands of 


unlicensed practitioners. No less than 20 pharma- 
ceutical associations, since the beginning of this pro- 
gram among druggists in California, have gone on 
record as supporting a venereal disease control pro- 
cram. 


Up to February 1, 1942, proprietors of 2,920 drug 
stores in California had agreed to cooperate with the 
Bureau of Veneral Diseases in refusal to sell any 
nostrum or so-called remedy for any venereal disease 
and agreed, furthermore, to refer customers who asked 
for such products to the nearest public venereal dis- 
ease clinic. In addition, 14 wholesale drug houses 
have cooperated in refusing to sell or offer to sell 
such products. Out of all the druggists in the State 
who have been asked to cooperate in the program, 
only 30 refused. Cooperative druggists are known 
to have referred no less than 1,196 patients to private 
physicians and clinics. 


This campaign has been conducted in 334 cities and 


27 counties of the State. In the course of the cam- 
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Chickenpox 


paign 48 different brands of so-called venereal disease ~ 


remedies were found on the market. Cooperating 
druggists voluntarily turned over 3,743 bottles and 
packages of so-called venereal disease remedies upon 


their own volition to representatives of the Bureau 


of Veneral Diseases. Their retail value represents 
nearly $10,000 in merchandise removed from the 
market. | 


MORBIDITY® 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
Ending January 31, 1942 


1146 cases from the following counties: Alameda 113, Amador 
12, Butte 20, Contra Costa 17, Del Norte 1, Fresno 44, Imperial 
4, Inyo 12, Kern 33, Kings 25, Los Angeles 449, Madera 6, 
Marin 1, Merced 18, Monterey 7, Napa 1, Orange 17, Riverside 


39, Sacramento 12, San Bernardino 21, San Diego 67, San Fran- 
cisco 9, San Joaquin 12, San Luis Obispo 13, San Mateo 28, 


Santa Barbara 41, Santa Clara 27, Shasta 4, Siskiyou 1, Solano 
2, Sonoma 38, Stanislaus 4, Sutter 1, Tehama 9, Tulare 10, 
Tuolumne 2, Ventura 24, Yolo 35, Yuba 2. 


German Measles 


333 cases from the following counties: Alameda 52, Butte 2, 
Contra Costa 1, Fresno 5, Kern 18, Los Angeles 27, Marin 4, 


- Merced 5, Monterey 1, Orange 2, Plumas 1, San Bernardino l, 


San Diego 42, San Francisco 23, San Joaquin 1, San Luis Obispo 
2, San Mateo 8, Santa Barbara 3, Santa Clara 86, Santa Cruz 
1, Sonoma 4, Stanislaus 2, Sutter 5, Tulare 28, Yolo 9. 


Measles 


2023 cases from the following counties: Alameda 116, Butte 9, 
Colusa 4, Contra Costa 33, Del Norte 18, Fresno 239, Humboldt 


45, Imperial 3, Kern 22, Kings 171, Los Angeles 256, Madera 42, 


Marin 2, Merced 18, Monterey 25, Napa 8, Nevada 1, Orange 3, 
Placer 3, Riverside 4, Sacramento 149, San Bernardino 38, San 
Diego 113, San Francisco 34, San Joaquin 92, San Luis Obispo 1, 
San Mateo 3, Santa Barbara 129, Santa Clara 8, Santa Cruz 2, 
Siskiyou 4, Solano 8, Sonoma 2, Stanislaus 144, Sutter 27, 
Tehama 8, Tulare 92, Tuolumne 8, Ventura 76, Yolo 33, Yuba 30. 


Mumps | 
1663 cases from the following counties: Alameda 150, Butte 
17, Colusa 17, Contra Costa 58, Del Norte 3, Fresno 19, Hum- 
boldt 2, Imperial 27, Inyo 1, Kern 28, Kings 30, Los Angeles 
477, Madera 2, Marin 5, Merced 4, Monterey 34, Orange 120, 
Placer 3, Riverside 18, Sacramento 138, San Bernardino 31, San 
Diego 138, San Francisco 58, San Joaquin 33, San Luis Obispo 
16, San Mateo 22, Santa Barbara 24, Santa Clara 80, Santa Cruz 
24, Shasta 2, Siskiyou 1, Solano 3, Sonoma 39, Stanislaus 1, 
Sutter 5, Tehama 2, Tulare 8, Ventura 12, Yolo 9, Yuba 2. 


Scarlet Fever 


122 cases from the following counties: Alameda 3, Butte Il, 
Contra Costa 2, Fresno 1, Kern 3, Kings 3, Los Angeles 59, 


Madera 1, Merced 2, Monterey 1, Orange 6, Riverside 1, Sacra- 


mento 2, San Diego 12, San Francisco 5, San Luis Obispo 1, 
Santa Barbara 2, Santa Clara 8, Shasta 1, Siskiyou 1, Solano 1, 
Sonoma 3, Stanislaus 4, Ventura 2, Yolo 2. 


Whooping Cough 

242 cases from the following counties: Alameda 20, Butte 10, 
Contra Costa 8, Fresno 138, Imperial 6, Kern 2, Kings 9, Los 
Angeles 51, Madera 8, Merced 2, Monterey 7, Orange 9, Plumas 
1, Riverside 4, Sacramento 17, San Bernardino 4, San Diego 15, 
San Francisco 7, San Joaquin 5, San Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 


Epilepsy 


37 cases from the following counties: Contra Casta OD 
Angeles 20, Napa 1, Orange 1, San Bernardino 2, San Francisc. 


1, San Joaquin 11. 
Food Poisoning 
102 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, San Fran- 
cisco 3, San Luis Obispo 2, California 96.** r. 
Influenza 

205 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
3 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Malaria 
3 cases from San Joaquin County. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 

6 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 3, River- 
side 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 1. | ™ x 
Poliomyelitis | 

3 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 1, San Ber- 
nardino 1, Siskiyou 1. | 
Rabies (Animal) 

13 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 11, San 
Diego 2. 

Rheumatic Fever | 

One case from San Diego County. 


Smallpox 
T'wo cases from the following counties: Humboldt 1, Mon- 


terey 1. 


Tetanus 
One case from Yolo County. 


Trichinosis 


10 cases from Fresno County. 


Typhoid Fever 
One case from Kings County. 


Typhus Fever 
2 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 1, San 


Diego 1. 


and the ‘secret scriptures of the poor.’ 


5, Santa Barbara 14, Santa Clara 8, Santa Cruz 3, Solano 2, | 


Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 1, Tulare 1, Ventura 5, Yuba 1. 


Diarrhea of Newborn (Epidemic) 
2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Diphtheria 


15 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
6, Madera 3, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino 1, Santa Clara 1, 
Tulare 1, Ventura 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) | 
3 cases from the following counties: Fresno 1, Los Angeles 2. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


*Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed 
herein, may be obtained upon request. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 
8800 2-42 


SACRAMENTO, 1942 GEORGE H. MOORE, STATE PRINTER 


7100 


Undulant Fever 
7 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 3, Marin |, 


Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 1, Stanislaus 1. 


** Cases charged to ‘“‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


‘*In the midst of the bloodshed of fratricide we have 
not lost our faith, either, in the brotherhood of man. 
We know what kind of world it will be if we and you - 
and the British are the only ones left to believe in the 
Sermon on the Mount, if faith and hope and charity 
vo into exile, and the gates of mercy are shut upon 
mankind. We still believe in the herdsman’s dream, 
We believe 
too, in the new order of the world. We are creatine 
it, and so are you—that order where the frontiers are 
frontiers of opportunity and freedom for all men.’ 

—Leonard W. Brockington (Canada) 


University of California 


Medical Library, 
ord & Parnassus Aves., 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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